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The following pages represent a compilation of private
school governance data excerpted from an official survey
recently conducted by the Florida State Department of
Education (completed in 1980-81), and from research
conducted by the Education Commission of the States.




GOVERNANCE

STAIE ASSOCIATIONS

TOTAL T0IAL
I Stale Slate Stale Number of | Private
STATE Stale "~ Slate Slale feacher Umbrella Advisory ¢ Prlvate School

' Accred. Approval Licensure [Cerlilicalion] Assoc, Group ' Schools Enroliment

' i
Alabama Vol M |G| Manaz, No No - -

Alaska No i Mand No Vol No ~ No 58 3,212
Arizona Vol Vol vol Vol ‘Yes "No | 510 59,313
Arkansas Vol No No No No No | 133 i7,241
California No No No Vol uena.0p. 20 Yes No 3,165 434, 150
Colorado Vol No No - Vol No No 260 40, 000
Connecticut No Vol No Vol YeS saree secrsi s No 357 89, 202
Delaware No No No No No No 87 23, 202
Florida No No No Vol Yl!sm.......‘.. , Yes ‘ l, 203 207,511
Georyla Vol No No No . Yes No 366 80, 686

Hawalj No Mand Mand Mand Yes No B6, .1 3430

Idaho Vol No po Mand ", .., No No 4= sente
Minols Vol'ies No No Vol Yes Yes 1,415 353, 152
Indiana Vol Vol Vol Vol Yes No 296 80, 055
lowa No Vol No Mand Yes Yes 21 54, 192
Kansas Vol No No Vol No No 167 28,330
Kenlucky Vol Vol Mand Vol No No o 75,181
Loulslana No Vol No Vol Yes No a0 14, 121
Maine Vol Mand Mand Mand Yes No - 12,000
Maryland No [MandWim..] No . Vol Yes “No m 126, 172
Massachusells No No No Vol Yes No 676 - 108,544
Michigan Vol Mand No Mand Yes Yes 921 204, 020
Minnesola No No No No No No 50¢ %0,919
- Mississippl Vol Vol Voo Vol No No Tty I, 484

Missouri No No No No No Mo - -

%h‘




GOVERNANCE “ STATE ASSOC IATIONS
T0TAL TOTAL
Stale Stale Stale Number of | Privale
STAIE Stale . Slate Stale Teacher Umbrella | Advisory | Private School
Accred, Approval | Licensure | Cerlificalion 4 Assac, q Group | Schools Ensoliment
Monlana 7 VOI 1gh seh eaty) No No Vol YES No 10 thenied. -
Nebraska Vol Mand Mand V |'::an..“m-. Yes ot teeter No 220 3,522
Nevada No Vol e "a'r'nd"".'f:..‘..‘.::ﬁ Mgnd".'.‘.‘.'.::.'.'.;.‘ No No B 5,154
New Hampshire |  No Mand No Vol No Yes 122 18,366
New Jersey No Vol No F No .
New Noxln N N o - l:gs m 1,050+ 210,000+
_ | 68 -
New York Mand - No No Vol
North Carolina | Vol No . Mo o | Q:s m 22;2 53233
3?1?“ Dakota | Vol Mand No- Mand | Yesmeowemes]  No 12 10,305
Okl:i,ho ma \"gl :::nd :llg mﬂq ‘ :g | m Bt .54
Oregon Vol Vol Vol I )
Pennsy'vanla “] M] Mandl!unn- m YesuT:fnn‘.l ’ DY;S l ;z? «2;.:'2 .
Rhode Istand Vol Mand | ' '
*Soulh Carlina | Mo | v F o N e o
_ Pl B R el I B TR B
tor. -89 190, 998
e[S | (WS e e | f e
Texas ‘ | Vol No Vol Vol I":g No | 4Ag )
Utah Vol Vol vol Vol No No ! 10,250
Vermont No Mand No No Yes No .60 } 53
. Virginia Vol No No Vol Yes No 41 oF
Washinglon Vel Mand No NN eaen v} Y No , g
Wesl Virginla | Mand === | Mand®* "= No l\;l.;;ii."" i g o
Wisconsin No - No - No ° Vol l:o m . o
Wyoming VOl iqstosienn No No ' . e o
. | No 20 4,000

No No




PRIVATE SCHOOL REGULATIONS FACTS

o 9 states have NO state accreditation, approval, or Ilcensure

regulations for private schools;

California Massachusetts New Mexico.
" Delaware Minnesota South Carolina
Florida Mississippi Wisconsin

23 states have voluntary accreditation, approval, or licensure:

Aiabama lowa Okiahoma
-Arizona Kansas - Oregon
Colorado Louisiana Tennessee
Georgia Mississippi Texas
" ldaho . Montana Utah
Hlinois New Jersey Virginia -
Indiana North Carolina - Wyoming

13 states have mandatory teacher certification.

- 6 not enforced or have special exemptions.

- 13 states have NO certification process for private
school faculty.

New York, South Dakota, West Vlrgtma and lllinois have mandatory

accreditation programs.

11 states do not have the reporting capabilities by which they

can provide “Dnvate school enrollment data.
ﬂgﬂgﬂﬁ'&ﬂ( ALY AnrTrE

Alabama Massachusetts Oklahoma
Florida Mississippi Tennessee
fdaho Montana Utah

Maine New lersey




OBSERVATIONS

1. Of the 50 states (including Florida) responding to the survey, oniy 5 ad-

minister mandatory acc reditation programs, and 28 administer wiuntary

. accreditation programs. However, 3 of the states which require manda-
tory accreditation only require the accreditation for non-church related
schools. A third state requires accreditation for high schools {grades

9-12) only.

2. Thirty-two states administer voluntary and/or mandatory "approval''pro- .
grams, with rel igiously affiliated schoots allowed to seek the "voluntary"
approval status inMaryland and Nevada. A similar exemption is allowed

to church-affiliated schools under Pennsylvania's licensure statutes.

3. The terms "approval" "icensure", and "recognition” seem to be some-
what interchangeahble among the respondents.

4. Only I3 states require private school faculty members to be state certified.
" (However, 2 states added thatthe law was"unenforceabie'’.) Another 26
states provide private school faculty with the opportunity to seek state

certification.

= 5. Private school advocacy or "umbrella" arganizations are established (or .
are currently being established)in 22 states. A few other states have
private school associations which sometimes double as "umbrella'" groups;
however, they are not"'official" spokesmen for the private sector. Only

6 of these organizations accredit their member schools - with the Con-
necticut CAPEthe soleorganization “officially’ recognized by the state de-
partment of education. Six of the states have created private school

advisorycommittees which work closely with the departments of education.

6. A number of s_tates reported that they were encountering difficulties in
administering state accreditation or approval programs in the newer
church-related schools.

7. A review ofthe material provided us by many of the states indicated that
| there did not seem to be 3 ""good" definition of private school.




SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

Under 0,001 - OQver
50, 000 200,000 200,000
Students  Students Students

State Accreditation o
16 R 2 Voiuntary accreditation program
_3 _1 _1 Mandatory accreditation program
_8 6 _5 No state accreditation program
State Approval | '
_9 _6 _1 Voluntary approval program
10 _4 2 Mandatory approval program
1 8 _5  Nostate approval program
State Licensure
B _4 _0 Voluntary licensing program
3 3 1 Mandatcry ficensing program
_8 1 _1 No state licensing program
Teacher Certification -
1l Al 4 Voluntary teacher certification
_8 3 2 Mandatc ry teacher certification
_8 3 _2 No teacher certification require-

ments for private schoo! faculty

Private School Statewide Umbrella Organization
Have statewide umbrella organization

-Private school organizations accredit
member schools i
Stzte ''officially” recognizes private
scha0! accreditation program
Advisory group or ad hoc committee
representing private school organization
and state department of education




Compulsory School-Attendance Laws, By State

Thcae tables on state lows applyi
mpulsory attendance and home ngoolmg were

pnpam! bi the staff of the Law and Education
Ccnter aof the Education Commission of the States in
" Denver.

In all states in the compulsory-attendance table,
oftendance at a private achool either is allowed
under the basic requirement or is a well-established

Attendance Law

exception lo a public-school attendance requirement.

In the home-instruction survey, the 5.c.s.
researchers asked whether stute law permitted o
parent to instruct o child at home, even
was nol certified as a teacher and the home did not
quahfjf as a school.

Throughout both tables, the term "parent” refers
to any person having control or custody of a child.

if the parent

Provision for Home Schooling by Noncertiiied Tescher

Ngbavng

Achtd rmml ~  sttend @ public school, privete school. denominetionst school,

perochist school r be strucihed by & compatent private fulte. . . .~ Nla Code Sec
180341019

Inetruction st horne may anfy be by @ cerlitied privale bitor, No statutony provisions
wery found fow diflicull § wowid be for aparent fa become serillied Ala
Cods Sec. 15283 (19719).

Every civid batwonn T and 10 soars of ag0 sholl stvirnd school ot he pubiic sctoot in
hmthM“m.ﬂMMNﬂlﬂ Sec.
14.30810(8) {Cum. Bupp. 191}

A chitd mey be teught ¢l Hidme W “srrptied in & A e progeaen of comrespondency
Wudy epproved by the depariment. in thow school dleivicts providing en appeovod
study program, & shudent may b envolied In efiher the disvict conespondese
progrem or in thy cenirelized conespondsnce pmmm. Alasha 81t Bee.
1. 000N [19891) Second. & chitd mey be exempled from the ooempulvory
school ssquirernent I * squafly welk-served by en odutaionsl sxperience approvad
nuwm-mmmmmnmlm
school. . . .~ The paseril must request the exsenption it wiling end obiain approvel
fromn Whe foest principat. Alesia Siat Soc. 14 30010/bN11) (Supe. 1991,

Parents ' shalt send chitdven 10 B pubhic. prwsle ¢ parocingl schoaol Ak S

Aewv Boc B0-1302 {1900y

No prowrsion See Ark Sist Ann Sec 1502 {1900}

w-umumn-m Ane Rov St Ann Sec 15801
(mn

e Instructon must be by 8 compeiend feacher * In the

same subjects e oed
taughl In pubiic schools Ariz Fev Sisl Ann See. 19000001 {Supp. 1981}

The chitd musl stiend pubiic school Cal Edue Code See 45200 (Wasl 1978)

A'nmummh-wﬁm.ulu.mm.ummm
")

The etild must sftend public school. Cot. Rev Siat Sec 22-33-1041) (Supp 1981}

H the program is approved ty the siale board Colo Plev St See. 17-33- 10420
1973) Nole that this seclion ¢i30 suthoilzes instruction ol home by & oiNiad
teschet

Achonies
Ariuona
Comlarnia
Colornde
Commpeticnd
Detwivore

The child mutt “sttend & pubtic dey school  wmines -1 equivalent m-
shuclion . ..” Conn. Gen. Sl Arny Sec 10184 (Wast Cuvri Supp 1991

nstruclon e be  qguwvsiend  #0 public-school imtruction Conn Oen M1t Soc
l&llﬂt-ll

The chitd must attend public school Dl Cods Ann 1 14, Sec 2702 119913
A}

IMWVWMMMMIMMuIMW L] ]
mhm g wilnassed by wiitien) endiorsivnent. to the saliiacion of
ofliciat by W State Bowrd of Educsiion. and by ¢ wrillen sxsminaton.
Tt & thild 18 sharwhers reciivng leguier and ngiruction n i

munhmmunm ‘Dul Code Arm. M. 14. 9ec 2700
\




Mepiond

Tha ghvid  shatl ariend & puble schogl wniply It Pang teQulss thaipugh
oirpclion  In the sludd ususily Isyughi =1 Bw pubbe i hooty M Educ Code
Arey Sec 1200 (10100

Ny peomivon Sea W | ot Conde Ann Sed 7000 1097W)

Massnchwoeite Uhe child $hell  slend & puble day sthool v 4p:d tnen o 0w ulher day schogl Ng iruason Her Mans Gea Laws ch 76 Sac 1 tWest Supp -:ﬂ-:;_ T
: soproved by W8 wrhaal cemmdise  Masy Gen Lows e 1B Sec T iWest Supp
1t
Michigen The parand  shall send such thedd i The pubhe Srhonts ll-:u Comg Laws  Veachehs for home malruchun muitl ba certhed 8nd msinchon must be compeen
Arm Boc 300 V341 [Cumn Supe 190 i lo tht provnded » pulthe schools See AT Op Ho 3570 Sept 27 19 ?
Minhasela The chuid shatt ptleng & publc schoot of & pesete Schoot M Sim lnn MU Drtvea0n Sre Mon Sie Ann Sec 920 10 (Wast Cum Supp 1981)
Sec 120 W0 (West Cum Supe 19
ivelesipgt Thachild shett sitend S pnibhe prmvate of Baoringt ichant Mt Code Ann Sac  Ihe commiviry ANSndare # \istule ShaXt nol 3pary o ey €hid who 13 dacery
I-13IWICum Supe 198N wig PONE OIUChon wm ihe home  Wns Code Ann s« 35-13 97 {198 Cum
) Supp
L Tha cieid vt %0 aitend anme: doy School pubht frwaie Baccvl o pih M The D3Rl MmUYt 31vl W8 Thid 10 Moot 0t rovwde Thy thid  ad home with iequis
Ann Sitst Sec 18/ 031 (Venon Cum Supp 1901} anly wsteucinn dunng the wiuat schaol hows wivch shalt o the pudgment of
cowl Do 2 least sulistanisatty equeivalent fo N nstruchon green clnidien of He i
29¢ 1 he rlay 1CHOOM 1 I Sor Bdy w1 whuch the chad resades Mg A SIn Sec
161 031 1Supp 980
Montena The parenis mutl  Coune the theid ko ba smsirugied s the prisge m peescitbed by the Doty e thuse ah ke m 0 iolaled scea (wheon tha SChoot b 1 0w 0ne houd X
{viate] bowd Mot Rev Code Ann Sec 205107 (19811 The porer ¢hal Monl Codes Ann Sec 205 102(2)c) 1191) These chddien sve provided with su- !
ool the chwid m e 3chool s3agred by [the locat bomd]  unirss the chads pernied conespondence study Sec 20 10-12413-8)11991) A clvid with 8 ments) or
wplied n g provele snatifubion 00wt snather Ippuaved Pprogrinn or g eeempied  physcal ncapatiy may shio qualdy ke superynad conespondence shudy Mo
Mmm,m Word Rew Codes Ann Sec 105 10N 11980) Codes Ann Sec 20-7-118 (1901}
Neleashe The chid sl aflend regularly The pubhe proviie denonwnatonst of parnchal  No proviiion See Heb Rew Sidl Sec 79 701 11976)
Oay shool each dey thal such achools g open munsws-cum )
1w
Neveda IMWM“NMBW“MM&IM”!M“ e computiony Miendante Tequeement 3 el A e chid recewes  eguivalant
mm . mebiucl.on ol home or in B gt sohosd Biow Flee Sest Sec 202010 10T
Naw Howpohre The child ohell sttend the pubhe schuol writwn The daliel,  or sn angroved  No provion SesNH Per Si0 Ann Sec 1931 (IOID)
pewate school “NH Pav Sisl Ann Sec 1930 119N
Hew Jorsay Tha civid st sttend public school of recene  eguwvalend salruchon NJ St One escephion 1o ihe school sttendance sequeement 18 Squwvalent mstruchon
Ann Sec 1BA. 38 25 (Went 18D) siewherg that school NJ 31t A Sgc 82 D8 23 (Wedl 1968)
Hew Mgulce The civid *shall sttend » pubhe school B prvale schootor 8 Siste satiulon MM Mo proviwon Sea NM il Ann See 22-12-2 (Supp 1994
S8 Ann. Sec 22-12-2 (Supp VIOV . .
New York The child shalt  sitend g pvblc achool or sisewhere N Y Educ Law Sec I L Wmshucbonn athlmmmumhlnmmm offeted n publc
SAckinney 1981} schoots HY Educ Lew Sec X104 7 thicitinrmy 19G1)
Werth Caneling "Tiva parect  shall cause  Ihe chid 4o stiend schaol The lim school esphcidly Mo mo.ion Ses NG Gen S1R Sec 113C-318 {Cum Supp 1981)
includes privete schoolt bul they musl heve diste depariment of educsiion ap- ’ .
peoved fenchers snd cunticula NC Gan Sist Sec 113C-2/8 (Cum Supp 1981}
Hath Dohote Tha chidd is 1o sltand public school ND Cenl Code Sec 1534 1.01 1504) fio provipon See NP Cent Code Sec 13 3 1 01 (19014
Ohile The pacerd ol cause the child je * stiend school  participaie in 8 special educe- The local supenniendent may sxcuse § chitd rom the school silendance reque-
Sion progHam, o cause him 1o be otharwise malructed 1 accoidence wih faw * menl Upon & s3iainciony showmy  Jilhal he & bawy imirucled st horme by 8 perion
Onig Rev Codr Soc X321 00 jpage 1081) quahilied (o feach tha bisnchey in which swiruchon 1 requised. Ofso Rey Code
A Sec 3021 ONAND) (Page » 19009
Oudshoms

The child is ' to sllend and comply with th rules of some pubihc prosie or other
school. unieas sormg other mearw of sducabonh e geowded Okla S Arn 10
0. Sec. 10-108 (Wen Cum. Supp 1989)

Ihe chid musl be send (o schoot  uniess some other mesns of educCaton e pro-
c-deti his Sim Ann 4 70 Sec 10 10% 1Wost Cum Supp 1981}




Dinaied of Doiewhip

Tha thild muet stiend B pubinc 0e privets school 0 be “Iiracied privately, o tong
= ingtryction i equivaient 10 pul-to-schoul Inttruction D Code Bee. B1-301
)

Fhe chitd et stvend achool or ba abuitied privetely b pcion enet b
oqshtert 1o pubic-achool irefruction DC Code Sec 31 401 1981y

" Fiovida The child muwst etterd 8 public ot privete school Fin 3101 A Sec 23700 WO Hom maliuchon fmnl be by & fulon mestng tele criterin Bee Fin Stmt Arys Boc
Cum Supp 1031). or motig Intruchion s home by ¢ prvate iuior who Masls slite  I270XE{IBTT) See asoUp Aty Gon 012 90, Mer 72, 1872 fLoce school bowda
toerd critents Fla Siat fewy Sac 133 04} (Went 1RO D) :mnmm-mumnpnmmmnw

slate bw )

Sevtgle Wi thild reust skignd puline & priveW sthoot Oa Code Arw Sec 52 1008500001 No provision See G8 Code Ann Sec 32 21 (1080 a3 smended by Supp 108%)

Hewsll Chisd must stiend puiiic @ privaie School Hewss Mev Sim Sec 299 9i5u08 Provdes for an gsemplion m--wluthn:w
Y ond proper insirucion 1 thersby sa approved by The superedendend

Howan Plov Sut Sac 298 %2) 11976 See aito Hewsli Rev B0 Sec 290-9p0)
Supp $901). fwjhere the thikd » sreotied in an sppropnaie aemabve Sdutation
ErOgeam 89 Spproved by the supenniendent in Scoosdance with the plane end pob-
¢y of the deparimand of sducshon

ke e paond o0 guardion . shall causn The chid 1o be insirucied w subgects com- Unigsg the chitd 1 othermse compeably nstructed. i mity be ditermened
monly and wtuelly Iught tn the pubhe achoolt  Uniess the chid i otherwse  bomd of rusiess the chid must stiend schoot idaho Code Bec 33 200 §1
comparsbly nstrucied. a8 Moy b deteraunad by the bosed of Busiees R pa- :

o ot guathan vhall taute The thitd fo stiend & pubhe. privals O parocivel Schoot
dring 8 penod w pach yoar oqual 19 Bl oy winch B8 pubbe 3chools e i sa8-
slon. ‘ kdaho Coda Sec. X3-302 (100Y} ‘

Wingle Tha child is required - 19 attend Soeng puble; school M Ann Stsl ©h 122 Sec Ho provition See W Ann Sist Ch 122, Sec 261 Bupp 1W)- 1D
21 Cvm Supe. 11}

Indigna Thechild vhell attend dither A public ichaol o sume offwet School  0penic No provion Sed ind Code Ann Sec 208 1-31 sl seq {Cum Sup 1991

. inepection: by sinte aendancs slice: Ind Code Ann Sec 2048 1-3M B ’
Com. Supp 1981} .o ]

lows Tha tiiid I 1o ettend some wchool. . o7 equvsiont inviruction by sicenified A parend provide Instruction nnlu ¥ owiitied and he or she provides
Seacher slpewinen.” lowe Code Ann. Boc. 29% | (Weat Cum. Supp. 1986). oqulv‘l:':;.’hmlul tows Code Sec 2980 {1001). Gee ale lows Code Sec

M)

Hanses The chitd i 10 sttend pubiic or privale school Ken Sial Sec F1-1141 11BN The:s iz an saceplion lor chidrert whe have compivied e s:ghth grade ard who
have reigpous objections lo the pubiic-school om. Thees ciwidren musl none-
theless paticpale in an sdutshon program specifid recpavermards Kan

. StM Sec 12- 1N (1ION)

Reorduchy Tw chidd must mm-muw ugn-su-m-s-c Mo provison See Ky Py Btal. Arn. Sac. 135010 {Bebbe Mendt 1000
ll'tl.l’ﬂoblilln‘lm

Lavislens The chiid smust “stend pubfic or private dey schodl ~ La Pev. Sist Ann Sec for of computsory In & notguiic achoal, 8 ohikd whe
17-22YA). The law also provides. undes the definition of the term achool. thal parficipstes in @ home sfudy pvogrem Rpproved by the [State Board] .. shall by
“Irjolety lor purposss of compuisory Bftendance in 8 nonpubitic school. sehild wha  bonsidered i sttendence ol & dey achool; & home shudy progrem shall be spproved
participaies i & home program approved by the [stesy bowd) . shalibe N offers 8 sustained cuntculum ol & 4 foent aquual 10 that oflered by public
vorsidared o sftendents sl & dey schonl; & home study progren shaltbe spproved  schools Bl the same grade level.™ La Pev. Bist. Ann. Boc. 17290 (Went Supp. 1081}
W N offers & susinined cusvicuhum of a queiity st least equal ig that ofiersd by public
schoola of the serme greds level.” Ln. Rev. Biat Ann. Bee. 17230 (Wesl Supp 1981).

Wele

mmmmmmam Rev Stal Ann I 20 s«: SN ISupp
1

The chuid may be excused hom pubiic-school sttendence # he or oblame
oq-l-mu-m.um hq“m.mﬂbhumwmw

mnnm Ma. Fer. Sist Ann 0 20. 5o
lllmum llll 12

. )
m:nm:mummwm.ummn Lnes. The Education Commission ol the Sistes

"




