National Panel Launches Review Frocess
For Private School Accrediting Groups

By Millicent Lawion

A national panel that will re-
view the standards and proce-
dures of associations that acered-
it private elementary and
secondary schools has launched
its inaugural accreditalion-re-
View process.
~ Since its inception about two
years ago as a “working group,” the
Washington-based National Coun-
«i] for Private Schoul Accreditation
has aimed to create or beomne un
entity that could bestow a “seal of
approval” on accreditation pro-
graans that merited it. (See Educa-
Livre Week, Nov. 4, 1992.)

Formal recognition by the osuncil
is meant to be comparable to that
given by the six regional associ-
atiens that oortify schools and col-
Yeges. Juhn Stoopa, the executive di-
rector of the elementary school
commission of the Middle States
Agsaciation of Colleges and
Schwools, is cne of the new council's
four at-lorge saeobers,

The others sre Terrel H. Ball, a
former .S, Secretary of Educa-
tion; Marie Della Bella, an“edu-

cation consultant to the Connec-

ticut Department of Education,

and Thomas Read, the president, .

emeritus of the lndependent
Schools Association of the Cerl-
tral States.

Charier Members Apply

The accreditation peoceas got. un-
der way this mwnth aa severs! pei-
vate school associations thal are
among the ocouncil’s chartey mem-
bers agplied for full mnberahip.

As it would wath any future ap-
plicants, the council's Commission
on Standards and Review will
make a recommendation afier
evaluating each program’s stan-
durds and conducting site visita.

The fimst applicants ave the Assg-
cintion of Christian Schools Inter-
national, the Association of Inde-
pendent Schools of Klorida, the
Genernt Conference of Seventh-day
Adveniists, the International

et

Christion A fiting Associati
the Lutherams Church-Migsouri
Synod, and the National Indepen-
dint Private Schools Association.
While evaluating charter mwem-

bers could be problematic, “no-

body'’s going toet in becausa that
. organization ia a charter member,”

- said CharlesJ. 9Malley, the exeen-

tive director of e council,

The council, vhich state officiuls
and others huve prudsed, soemy o
All aneed,

Rabbi Noch-m Kaoplan, an ed-
ucation consul ant W the Nution-
al Society DHr Hebrew Duay
Schools, saic his 500-school
group recentlyformed its fivst uc-
creditation commission because
of the recognition now possible
; threugh the council.

“Cnce: peopla rocognize the de-
gree to which -hey're going (0 be
honest and thosough,” Rabbi Kap-
lan seid, “theirstamp of approval,
B0 to speak, wil. be ny sought-after

as an approvalof an agency like
Middle States,”

v




